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Dear Subscribers,

EFL is happy to announce the relaunch of its Newsletter with the new April Issue. The
new issue will be frequented every two months and the format demonstrates regular
projects we work on and intends to be more interactive! EFL would also like to take this
opportunity to thank all our subscribers for their loyalty in our silence and wish everyone

a happy and prosperous Sinhala and Tamil New Year!!

-Editor's Note-

Policy Analysis on
Lowland Rainforests
Conservation in Sri
Lanka

One of EFL's recent projects

involves conserving rainforests,

especially Sinharaja.

Sinharaja, a forest of international significance since being designated a Biosphere
Reserve and World Heritage Site by UNESCO, is the last of tropical humid evergreen
virgin forests in the nation and is of significant ecological value. More than 60% of the
trees are endemic and many of them are considered rare. There is also endemic wildlife
especially birds, and home to over 50% of Sri Lanka's endemic mammals and butterflies,

many types of insects, reptiles and rare amphibians.

As a result of the continuous destruction and deforestation, Rainforest Rescue
International (RRI) has hired EFL to complete a policy analysis on the country’s
conservation laws against the actual implementation. Whilst the RRI look to obtain the
expert services of the EFL in compiling the document and supporting in gathering as
much information, the EFL will gather information on legal frameworks and policies,
collect data through interviews and surveys and finally, analyse data and allocate

relevant labour for data collection.



The importance of the project also relates to urging relevant authorities for stringent
implementation measures as well as initiating further legislation to ensure sustainable
conservation of the country’s last remaining ecosystems which may also give scope for

international engagement in conserving Sri Lanka’s rain forests.

The main goal of this project is to study to what extent the current legal system in Sri
Lanka collaborates with institutions responsible for various land use pattern changes; for
example, from natural patterns to those influenced by human activities. This policy
analysis document may become a foundation for future research on overall conservation
of the valuable ecosystems of Sri Lanka. The project is expected to be complete by the

end of this month.

Convention on Biodiversity

Sri Lanka became a signatory to the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in
1992 and the convention was ratified in 1994.

The Ministry of Mahaweli Development and

Environment being the national focal point to
the CBD, is obliged to implement programs,
policies, projects and activities relating to the conservation of biological diversity,
sustainable use of biodiversity and access to genetic resources and fair and equitable

sharing of its benefits.

To fulfill this objective, Sri Lanka has prepared the National Biodiversity Strategic Action
Plan in collaboration with all relevant stakeholders. The decision of the Conference on
Parties (COP), CBD has requested that countries take initiatives to prepare the 6th
National Report before December 2018. The 6th National Report will assess the progress

and implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan (NBSAP).

Therefore, the Ministry of Mahaweli Development and Environment has initiated actions
to prepare the 6th National Report of Sri Lanka under the direct modality funding of the
Untied Nations Development Program (UNDP). The EFL team led by Dr. Sevvandi
Jayakody is currently in the process of collecting information to update the biodiversity
profile and assessing the progress of national biodiversity conservation measures

required for developing the report.

Other News

e EFL recently collaborated with 'Thuru', a team dedicated to planting two million

trees by the end of 2018. EFL wishes to extend its support and collaborate with



Thuru for reforestation tasks.

e As part of the CBD project, our latest venture in biodiversity conservation
involving the country's youth is called Conservation Chat.lk, an interactive
Facebook page dedicated to our participation at Yowunpura

e EFL Founder and Science advisor Dr. Eric Wickramanayake gave a presentation on
“Forest Conservation as a Strategy to Reduce Climate Vulnerability in Sri Lanka:

What to Protect and Where?”; visit http://efl.Ik/iccc-climate-change-2018/ to

access the full presentation.
e Help us fund our projects with your donations. Donate by following the link
http://efl.lk/donation/
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