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Dear Sir,
Comments on the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) of the proposed Colombo Light Rail
Transit (LRT) Project.
In response to the website notification that appeared on the above mentioned subject, the Environmental
Foundation (Guarantee) Ltd (EFL) hereby forwards comments on the same.
The comments discuss individual clauses as well as the cumulative impacts of the project as a whole.
It is agreed that Colombo Metropolitan Region (CMR) desperately requires measures to improve traffic
through the reduction in number of individual vehicles entering and leaving the capital. One viable option
is through the provision of reliable, comfortable and cost effective transport that will encourage the urban
commuters to shift from private vehicles to public transport. Hence, although the current project will
improve the public transport system of CMR, it must be ensured that all possible measures are taken to
mitigate undesirable environmental impacts arising from it.
Following are the specific comments, considering the scenario presented in the EIA report:
3.2 Physical environment
Except for Diyawanna Lake and Palan Thuna, the other sites where water quality testing was carried out
has indicated poor water quality with regards to solids. The canal close to the proposed depot (Site 3) and
Beira Lake (Site 4) have extremely high Total Suspended Solids exceeding way above the standard,
permissible level of 50 mg/L given in the PIWQS. High contents of suspended solids, together with
increased turbidity affect ecosystem health by reducing photosynthesis and affecting primary
productivity. Care should be taken to not further deteriorate already polluted waterways and regular
water quality monitoring is highly advised.
4.6 Impacts on the Biological Environment
Section 4.6.1 – Disturbance to Protected area
LRT route falls outside of the protected areas, Sri Jayawardhanapura sanctuary and Thalangama Tank, but
goes through the buffer zone (100 m) in both locations. While the protected area provides important
habitat and breeding grounds for a number of threatened and endemic species, the buffer zones around
the conservation site provide important areas for wildlife movement. Further ecosystem services of these
areas flow beyond the declared protected area. Hence, it is advised that all essential steps are taken to
minimize the negative impacts of LRT project on animal migration, especially to prevent road kills and

maintain habitat ecology. It is essential that the buffer zones are rigorously monitored and managed
effectively, especially during the construction stages, to avoid disturbances to wildlife and ecosystem.
Section 4.6.2 - Fauna and flora Disturbance
Removal of trees on the Denzil Kombbekkaduwa Mawatha will also have a considerable number of
impacts. These trees along the side of the road provide shade, retain stormwater and provide aesthetic
value to the region. Especially, with increasing urbanization and climate change lead to intense Urban
Heat Island (UHI) that will strengthen heat waves and air pollution, impairing community’s environment
and quality of life. Urban canopy cover and street trees, therefore, immensely assist in mitigating and
adapting to heat island effects and reduce the energy use in the cities. The LRT project should implement
a rigorous rehabilitation program that will include the replantation of street trees to maintain the green
cover in the CMR. Additionally, as stated in the EIA, surveys should be conducted to evaluate impacts of
tree felling and development within the buffer zone on bird migration.
Section 4.6.3 – Wetland degradation
Colombo wetlands, collectively, is a natural asset that assist in combating many detrimental
anthropogenic causes by providing critical ecological benefits, such as flood retention. Currently only
15.4% of the area consists of wetlands in the CMR and these wetlands are estimated to contain 39% of
the city’s storm water. They also harbour extensive biodiversity and provide opportunities for sensitively
managed nature tourism and recreation. However, the current overall rate of loss through infilling and
indiscriminate dumping of solid waste is estimated at 1.2% year. The recent study by the World Bank,
which evaluated economic tradeoffs, showed that most robust decision for the future of the CMR is to
treat the wetland areas in both the lower and upper catchment of the Colombo basin as no development
zones (Rozenberg et al. 2015).
As already mentioned in the LRT project related focus group discussions, the proposed depot area is
susceptible to floods and experience severe flooding in 2016 (Annex, Page 186). As such, even with the
provision of a 3 m canal, the conversion of wetlands through landfilling will reduce natural flood retention
areas and will certainly have severe social and environmental consequences in the long-term.
Additionally, it is stated that “During the operational stage nearly 50% of the wetland will become shaded
due to the elevated structure which will result in loss of species that prefer direct sunlight while shade
loving species will benefit from the increased shade” and further goes on to state that “The site does not
contain any critical species such as threatened or endemic species and therefore, the proposed activity
will not have a significant impact on the overall wetland biodiversity of the region”. Although there may
be no direct impact on the biota in the paddy land, there can be indirect effects between multiple
populations that occasionally exchange individuals through migration. Without a comprehensive
biological survey, the full impacts of the proposed building of the depot cannot be evaluated and hence it
is recommended that a thorough baseline study of the biodiversity is conducted to identify sensitive
species prior to landfilling.
4.10 Impacts due to Solid Waste
Lack of appropriate waste collection measures at hubs such as LRT stations, where large masses of crowd
gather, can not only reduce the aesthetics of the area but will also pose health hazards. Although the EIA
states that “General wastes from administrative buildings in depot area will be segregated”, details on

