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Thank you for subscribing to the EFL newsletter. Our newsletters will be sent
every 3 months with updates from EFL Science (Investigations & Projects) and
Legal.

Science Update

Urban Greening for a Cooler Colombo –
A preliminary study

In December 2019, EFL concluded its study on the potential of urban
greening in the Colombo Metro Region. As part of this study, the
team were able to identify the changes made to the canopy cover
in Colombo city over the years, the loss of greenery occurred due to
development of urban areas, and how improving urban greenery
would help the country to mitigate effects of climate change and
adapt in the long term. The objective of this study was to assess the
importance of green cover in Colombo city and identify potential
options for increasing urban greenery. As a result, the study also
provided insights on the effectiveness of urban greening efforts
taken by other developed and developing cities, which can be
implemented in Sri Lanka, while also bringing attention to the
countries potential towards increasing the forestry sector as a key
area to reduce the carbon foot print of Sri Lanka as agreed to, under
the Paris Climate Agreement.

EFL successfully completes "Give Back
Life" project.

EFL concluded the "Give Back Life" project, conducted with the aid of the Asia
Foundation and in collaboration with the Coca - Cola Foundation and Eco
Spindles (PVT) Ltd., to create awareness among the communities to encourage
PET recycling in a circular economy. As an outcome of the project, three PET
collection centres were set up in Galle, Batticaloa, and Vavuniya Pradeshiya
Sabha areas along with facilities to support the Local Government Authorities to
fulfil their mandate to improve solid waste management systems, and
enhancing capacities in the Local Government Authorities to create further
awareness among the public.
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Green
Conversations on
Marine
Conservation

The

5th

edition

of

Green

Conversations was held on the 18th of
December, 2019 at Hatch Coworking
Spaces under the theme of Marine
Conservation.
The event speakers were Mr. Nishan
Perera,

the

Co-Founder

of

Blue

Resources Trust, Dr. Terney Pradeep
Kumara, the General Manager of
Marine

Environmental

Protection

Authority, EFL's Head of Legal, Ms.
Bhagya Wickramasinge, EFL's director,
Dr. Sevvandi Jayakody, Mr. Dharshana
Jayawardena from Dive Sri Lanka and
Commander

Ravi

Weerapperuma

representing the Sri Lanka Navy.

Read More

If you missed

Green Conversations on Marine
Conservation
Click the button below to watch the full video from the event.
Subscribe, Like and Share our video.

Watch Here

Awareness on Sustainable Tourism

EFL conducted the first of a series of workshop specially tailored to
the staff of Columbus Tours (PVT) Ltd. The workshops will address
several key issues prevailing in Sri Lanka such as the topic of the first
workshop, "protected area network of Sri Lanka and responsible
touristic practices".
Dr. Chaturangi Wickramarathne, the Head of Science at EFL, Ms.
Bhagya Wickramasinghe, the Head of Legal at EFL, and Ms. Zaineb
Akbarally, the Senior Science Officer at EFL conducted the first
workshop. The workshops are set to be conducted once a month
over a period of 6 months for the staff of Columbus Tours (PVT) Ltd.
on various topics that are relevant.

Legal Updates

EFL files case on the mining circular SC/FR/29/2020

On 31.12.2019, Circular No. 173/12/2019 was issued by the Director General of
Geological

Survey

and

Mines

Bureau

(GSMB)

to

amend

the

mining

permits/licences issuing procedure on the ground that there is a delay in issuing
permits/licences to applicants. The said Circular No. 173/12/2019 repealed the
Circular No.118/05/2015 which mandated the obtaining of Environmental
Clearances

from

the

Central

Environmental

Authority

in

the

mining

permit/licences issuing procedure of the GSMB. In terms of the said Circular No.
173/12/2019, GSMB can issue mining permits/licences to applicants who have not
compiled with environmental recommendations of the Central Environmental
Authority.
Although the aforesaid measures were welcomed by the construction industry
stating the unnecessary delays and corruption prevailed in the previous system,
environmentalists and public across Sri Lanka raised their concerns over illegal
mining that has accelerated as a result of the short-sighted decisions of the
government. It is evident that the removal of transport permits and the
dispensing from the requirement to obtain environmental recommendations
from the CEA can result in environmental, social and economic problems linked
to the livelihoods of people, agriculture, health and land.
EFL together with Wildlife and Nature Protection Society, filed a Fundamental
Rights application in the Supreme Court bearing No. SC/FR/29/2020 in view of the
infringement and imminent infringement of the Petitioners’ fundamental rights
and those of the People of Sri Lanka, by the removing of the aforesaid existing
procedural safeguards in the system for protection of the environment,
pertaining to issuance of permits for mining, and exposing the environment to a
serious imminent threat of pollution. GSMB, the Director-General of GSMB,
Minister of Environment and Wildlife Resources, Central Environmental Authority
and the Attorney - General were named as Respondents.
The case was taken up before the Supreme Court on 25.02.2020 and the case
was fixed for Support on 22.05.2020.

Legal Projects

Identifying Opportunities in National
Policies and Legal Framework in
relation to Rural Development.
The International Labour Organization (ILO) under its flagship programme on
Jobs for Peace and Resilience had adopted a proactive approach to climate
and disaster resilience and development. The pilot project in Ratnapura and
Kalutara addresses flood resilience of tea plantation workers and tea
smallholders including other micro, small and medium-sized enterprise (MSME)
sectors. Building resilience through the improvement of land and water
resources management requires the timely involvement of a number of
agencies and fields of competence. Building local capacity would be an
important dimension in resilience-oriented work at the community level.
However, opportunities for such initiatives should be identified at strategy and
policy-levels and operationalized. Bearing the following in mind, under the ILO
commissioned project, EFL carried out a policy review with the aim of identifying

policy interjections to mainstream disaster resilience.
The findings have been compiled in the publication "Mainstreaming Disaster
Resilience: Identifying Opportunities in National Policies and Legal Framework
in relation to Rural Development." The findings of the research and
recommendations proposed were shared with government officials of the
District Secretariat in Rathnapura (27th January 2020), Kaluthara (24th January
2020) and at a national stakeholder workshop (27th February 2020).

Access Publication

Other Legal Updates
CA/W/21/2018 - Thalangama
The Case was taken up before the Court of Appeal on 07.02.2020
and was fixed for Argument on 16.06.2020.
CA/W/51/2018 – Pallekandal
The Case was taken up before the Court of Appeal on 14.02.2020
and was fixed for Argument on 02.07.2020.
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